Who kills whom in Portugal?
To clarify the relationship between people who have committed homicide and been convicted (murderers) and homicide victims, and between murderers and suicide victims, their profiles were compared in Portugal from 1970 to 1987. Correlations were found between the age group, marital status and occupation of murderers and homicide victims. Murderers and suicide victims were only correlated by occupation. Since 1983, there has been a trend towards an increasing prevalence of murderers among younger people and single people, and of homicide victims among older people. The correlation between murderers and suicide victims can be explained by alcoholism, and murderers tend to kill their relatives and peers as a result of conflict situations. The emerging trend towards young people murdering old and defenceless people points towards a colder and financially motivated killer, perhaps increasingly among young drug addicts.